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SOURCE Two UK nationals; ecrew members of a British merchant vessel
when she was in Odessa Cor 23 days in Jauuary 1954, K

Both sources are belioved by the US Navy's interviewing officer to be better
than average observers. One was very cooperative in the interview; the

olher al first refused to discuss Odessa on the grounds it might get him in
trouble with his own goverrment. However, he later volunteered considerable
information, with the interviewing officer asking very few questions. The
Navy's interviewing officer believes the informatiou supplied by these sonrces
is completely accurate to the best of their knowledge - although one source
admittedly @19 oot tell all he knew, Because the two scurces did not Gisagree '
or any point, r'or purposes of convenience their information is presented as if B
i came from a single source. ~
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,/_'-’:'-‘uo C€fice of Naval Intelligence furnished the following information to CIA
L'ur IAC disseminaticn in acccrdance with paragraph 3(c), NSCID 7. (DIO-11ND
Coaf report No 243-54)/

. 3

1. Approsch to Odesga: Our ship, navigating vy RDF, followed approximately the
shortest direct course from the Bosporus to O¢ 1sa. The ship deviated from
this course only to avoid a World Wer II mine 1_ald which Eritish sailing
directions indicate i3 in the Udessa area. The ship hed to break through ice
as she neared Odessa, and she {inally became icebound at approximately
469301008, 30%6100"E, Dhe ship was boarded here by port authorities who
conducted an inspection and search and then left the ship. The ship drifted
in the ice for nineteen days walting for a berth to become available. Lack
of berthing space, not ice, was the reason that the ship did not enter port
sooner. When a berth was available, a pilot came aboard and the ship proceeded,
without additional inspection, through the harbor entrance opposite Potapovski
Mole and to her berth at Quarantine Mole at approximately 46029'151y,
30045'22"E. The ship remained in port for four days.
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2. Hydroographic Informetion; Cape Fontan Light - Altliough the ship passed
within five miles of this light at night, both entering and leaving, the
light was never sighted. Visibility was not good, but we probably would
have seen the light if it had been burning. The first light sighted was

Xi Light oo lhe end ol ihe breakwater.
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Buoy Migsing - We never found the buoy in’icated at 469261091N, 30949 '30ME,
on HO Chart 4202. Four other ships had previously reparted the buoy miassing.
Water depths - Our ship drawing 27!, found sufficient water at all times, A4
tanker drawing an eatimated 30! was berthed at Quarantine Mole at 469291221y,
30945 1260E,

Mine Fields - The Dardanelles pilot and the Odeasa pilot both stated that
they did not know if the mine fields in the Odessa arsa were active or not,
The Bnsporus pilot stated that he thought that the mire fields were inactive,
but that he was not willing to risk taking a ship through the area.

Wrecks -~ Although HO Chart 4202 indicates that there are numerous wrecks
inside the harbor, nome were -.oted.

sacurity ure: The ship was boarded when she became icebound. The
boarding party nurbered about 12, including searchers, e female doctor, a
{emale interpreter, and n female radio inspector. We believe the searchers
were mewmbers of the ir “gration service, but we are not certain. During the
searca, which lasted (Lout three hours, ell personnel were mustered in one
cumpartment. Ore isn from each department accompanied the sesrchers while
they searched his department!'s spaces. The searchers had side a~ms, Caey
conducted themselves in a business-like manner. The searchers removed all
binoculers, telescopes (including those in sextants), and cameras. The radio
rToor was sealed. All non~Soviet currency .ms locked in the. Master's safe,
Frivate radios were not touched, mlthough none of them aboard the ~ehip hed
transmitting units, The perscna of crew wembers were not searched. Prior to
departure, a similar ssarch was ccnducted alongside the quay. At this time,
all 1tems that had beern removed from the ship were returned, While the ship
was alongside the quay, guards were poated, on the quay, opposite the bow and
stern and av the gangway. While the ship was unloading cergo, there was a
guard posted in each hold. These guarda were probably Army personnel, but
we are not certain, : ’

Aezrg Liberty; Crew members were free to go ashore unecscorted., When going
ashore, half of a pass was left with the guard at the gangway, and the other

half was retained by the crew member. We were given a short drive around

Odossa in the ship's agentls car. The purpose of the drive sgeemed to be to

8how us the f£ew modern bulldings that are scattered about the city. We got

oui of the automobile only at the railroad station. Thie station had been comstructed
m&d War II, ond it was an excellent building by western

stan 8. we snoke only with the interpreter who accompanied us. Most of

the automobiles in Odessu seemed to be one of three types. We rode in one

#hogse make we thought was "WVK", This seemed to be the medium class of car.

There were some large cars that resembled the TS ° Chrysler and & small

type of car that had noticeably shoddy worinanship. US nake trucks were

noted in use. Odessa had about the same number of uniformed poilcemen that

wouid be found in & comparable Whstern city. The policemen earried side arms.

ngghore ¢ Longshoremen and stevedorsus worked very hard, but
the Soviets seemed to try to wet the ahip's crew to do as much of tie cargo
handling work as possible. They asked tnat a crew member be assigned as a
tally olerk in eanh hold from which: cargo was being worked and on the guay
opposite each such hold. Crew members were assigned to the holds, as
requegted, .but none were assigned to the quay. Cargo was worlked around the
olock sxcept for meal breaks. The checkers and fork 1ift drivera were women.
The personnel of our ghip could not understand how, 1f at &l1, the longshore
and stevedore gangs were organized. Scmetimes there would be & large nunber
of stevedores working a hold, and sometimes there would be only # winch driver,
a hatch tender, and a hold man. The same men seemed to work both or the
ships and on the quay. There wae no appsrent chanoe in shifta. The foreuan
of the gtevedores tried to explain this by stating that the longshoremen and
stevedores had a very strong unioa and that they were paid or a tonnoge hasis,
He said that, if three men could do as much work as a full gang, they were
allowsd to do so in order to earn more noney,
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6. Aktitude of the People: The ship?s crew talked little with the Soviets
beceuse of the langunge barrier., We talked only with officials, t.s ship's
agent, the stevedore foreman, ana irtorpreters., The people did not seem
hostile, although they siared at the ship's crew, knowing from their dress
that they were foreigners. The stevedore foreman, who spoke English, was
quite amiablc and seemed to bave no fear of talling with the ship's crew.

7. Shippingz:

&, Gepergl: The port seemed to be auite busy. There were apparently
insufficient berths to handle efficiently the foreign merchant shipa
calling at Odessa, since our ship and some other foreign ships had to
walt in the ice for some time bei .re coming into the harbor. Soviet
ships always entered the harbor without delay. All Soviet ship move~
ments were at .ight. Ice breakers assisted the Soviet ships, but they
did not assisi any -~ the foreign ships. When there was = berth avail-
able for our shiy. che pilot came out on a tug and our ship followed the
path the tug ha?! broken through the ice, Quarantine Harbor is the berthing
area for foreign merchant ships.

b. Nen=Soyiet Ships: Before entering the harbor, our ship hed to wait

« until a Port Line ship (British) finished unloading wool and meat at the
same berth that our ship used. Our ship discharged wool. Two large
Norwegiun cargo ships were observed waiting in the ice near our shipe. One

/ ' had an *3" on its stack. Also in this area were twc large Italian cargo
g ships, that seemed very old, and a small Greek coastal type cargo skip.
. I The Norweglan fleg refrigerator ship, MOSDALE, Mosvold Shipping Corpany,

' was icebound in this vicinity,

Ce et -C tant i Thero was a Soviet flag passenger~iype eshiy,
of about 17,000 gross tona, light grey in color, berthed near the end of
Quarantine Mole. When this ship left, a Soviet flag tanker (the sams
tanker mentioned in parageaph two), of about 9,000 gross tons, drawing
about 30!, light grey in color, came to the berth and discharged to trucks
and railroad tank cars, While our ship was lcebound, several Soviet
passenger-type ships enterod or left the harbor. We saw four or five
different Soviet passenger-type ships underway in the 19 deys our ship
was lcebornd., Some of these ahips had army-type trucks as deck cargo.
There were four or five Soviet ships at anchorage inside tkhe breakwater.
They were either tankers or large landing craft, Several smsll tankeis
were in Petroleum Harbor. No fishing boats were ocbserved.

4, ‘Biyer Boats: There were river boats anchored stern to the breakw.ter
along the breakwater iiat is opposite Military Mdle and New Mole.

e, Ship Repalr Activity: Four or five large Saviet cargo ships were being
ropaired in the repairing baain. Unlike the Soviet paagenger-type ahips
and tankera, which were grey, these ships were black. Gun mounta were
either being installed or removed from these cargo ships, since there
were gun mounts both on the wharf and on the ships. There ray have been
a floating dry dock in this aresa. .

8. [Popt Facilities: The wool discharged by our ship was stacked in the open
on ths quay. Some of it was covered with canvas, but some was left
completely exposed to the weather. The quay and the railroad tracks on it
appeered to be in very poor condition. The entire area was covered wlth ice
and snow, meking it diffiocult to determine if the poor conditvion was due
to improper upkeep or to bomb damage. There were numerous cranes of various
types on the quay, giving the impressica that they had been accumulated
wheraver and wkenmever it was possible to obtain one. 4 small locomotive
that burned pulverized coal was used on the quay. This locomotive was
evidently consldered quite unusual, for it attracted a group of onlooxers
every time it appeared. No pipe lines or oil storage facilities were

obmerved.
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Naval Activity: A DD or DE~type ship was seen in Fratlgue Harbor., There
was a large seiling shkip ir this harbor which might havo been a training
ship. A buoy tender, that possibly was a Navy ship, was observed v-derway
outaide the harbor entrance. What were believed to be USSR Navy personnol
were seen about what appeared to be a barracks in the vieinity of

469291N, 30°45'E, There definitely was very little naval activity in Odesea.

topy Activity: MIG type jet aircraft were seen in the air, Three is the
moat that wern seen at one time,  They did not fly every day. They did not
seem to be based in the immediate vicinity, aa they were never observed
landing or taking off. No other aircraft was seen. Twe searchlights swept
the harbor all night every night. These were located at approximately
469331N, 30C46'L, and at 46°927!'N, 30P46!'E, Mostu of the young men in Odessu
were in some 4ind of uniform, Immigration personnel wore epaulets that were
predominently green. /iy personnel wore epaulets that were predominently
red. Police wore blie and red ones.
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Zaomnta by Favy Officer who interviewed sources: (1)Souzces .osuld not
recall the exact dstes in January 1954 that thgixe ship was in Odessa;

{2) HO Chari 4202 indicates a depth of 21! where aources' ship barthed while
drawing 27' and a depth of 19 where the tanker drawing an estimated 20! berthed;
(3 It seecms unlikely that authorities returned the binoculars, atc? whon the
ship was still alongmide the quay, as indicated by source., This iniurmation
cams from the source who was probably below when the gear that had been
removed from the ship was returned; (4) The stevedore foreman's remarks
regarding hise m-u's strong union and the urion's policy of allowing under—
manned gangs to work in order that each gang member might earn more wmeke
little sense to source or to interviewing officer; (5) The source tuat stated
that he himself saw four or five So'iet passenger-type ships undsrway was the
one who spent most of his time below, The other source indicated that there
were many of ‘these ships moving, but he wuuld not state an upproximate
numter. Considering their deck cargo, it seems very likely that these were
troop ships; (6) Source felt that be could not give an accurate estimate of
the numter and type of cranes on the quay; (7) Although no pipe lines or oil
storage facilities were observed, it must be noted that source did not go
ncur Petrolewa Harbor, and he had no binoculars; (8) The chaerts of the Black
S:a and the Baltic Sea that were aboard the MOSDALE before her change of flag
cyd ownership were examined without finding anything of value; (9) Both sources
atated that they gave information to "The Admiralty" when they returned to’
¥ingland from Odessa,/
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